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CHRIS HOLMES 2010 MASWCD TEACHER AWARD RECIPIENT
The Minnesota Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (MASWCD) has selected Chris Holmes of Roosevelt Elementary School to receive the 2010 MASWCD Teacher Award.  The North St. Louis Soil and Water Conservation Distirict (SWCD) nominated Holmes for the award.

The award will be presented on December 6 at the 74th annual MASWCD Convention, to be held in St. Paul.  This award honors a K-12 educator/professional teacher who has created innovative conservation education activities for reaching students.

In materials provided in support of the nomination, North St. Louis SWCD noted Holmes’ duties directing activities such as fund raising, grant writing, and management of the Virginia School Forest.  Holmes leads field trips for teachers in the Virginia Schools providing the hands on learning experience they may not encounter at other area schools.

The students in Mr. Holmes’ classroom collect samples and make field guides of wildflowers, trees, mosses, lichens and more.  They are introduced to resource professionals through outdoor education lessons such as field trips with representaton from the MN Dept. of Natural Resources, ArcelorMittal Steel, NE Technical Services, and others offering additional environmental education assistance.  The students participate in poster and essay contests focusing on a variety of conservation topics through the North St. Louis SWCD. 

Currently, Chris Holmes is working with a local mining company to use grant money to improve physical features in the school forest.  The project underway is for replacement of the existing bog walkway with one that will be wheelchair accessible.  

Students in Mr. Holmes class use their knowledge of natural resource conservation to develop and implement action plans to help clean and monitor Virginia’s lakes in association with the Virginia Lakes Committee, and to reflect on what they have learned.  These are our future leaders and decision makers and they are fortunate to have spent a year under the guidance of Chris Holmes, Teacher of the Year award recipient.
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