Minutes of the March 11, 2010, North St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District Board Meeting, Northland Office Building, Environmental Services Conference Room, Virginia, MN.

Members present: Chair, Margaret (Peggy) Pearson       

Vice-Chair, Gary Rantala



    Secretary/Treasurer, Liz Voelker 

John Calgaro

Others present:
    Paul Ojanen, Resource Conservationist
Connie Olson, Office Administrator
Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 12:05 p.m.

Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to approve the February Board Meeting minutes as received.

Affirmative:  Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro
Opposed: None     Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT
· The SWCD bills for March were listed for Board approval.
· The Office Administrator (OA) reviewed the Program Summary for the month of January.
Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay the bills. 
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro
Opposed: None   Motion carried.  
· The “Agreement for Professional Services” between St. Louis County and the SWCD was discussed.

· Purchasing a digital scale for mailing letters and small packages was discussed.  

Motion by Rantala, seconded by Calgaro, that the SWCD purchase a postage scale.

Affirmative:  Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro

Opposed: None     Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
The SWCD initiated a cooperative effort with the City of Hibbing for a stormwater demonstration project at Carey Lake using Coastal Non Point funds.  State cost-share may be a source of funding as well with labor and equipment contributed by the city.  The TSA Engineer is on board to help with the planning and design.
OLD BUSINESS

EAST SWAN RIVER PROJECT GRANT
Contract with Stark Enterprises: The Resource Conservationist (RC) provided supervisors with grant information prior to today’s meeting that included services that would be contracted to meet the objectives of the East Swan River Clean Water Partnership Project (CFMS Grant Agreement No. B25934).  The contract has been reviewed by Brian Fredrickson of the Pollution Control Agency as well.  The consensus of the Board was to accept the Stark Enterprises proposal.   

NEW BUSINESS
EDUCATION COMMITTEE – JUDGE POSTERS & ESSAYS
The North St. Louis SWCD “Water is Life” Contest judging resulted in the following placements:
Essay winners:   1st  = $25 to Isaiah Kohlhase/Elementary Div. – Roosevelt Elementary



   2nd = $15 to Kate Barnes/Elementary Division – Roosevelt Elementary


   3rd  = $10 to Joshua Baumann/Elementary Division – Roosevelt Elementary
Essay winners:   1st  = $25 to Mario Ramponi/Junior Division – Agate Academy



   2nd = $15 to Dominic Ramponi/Junior Division – Agate Academy

Essay winners:   1st  = $25 to Andrea Ramponi/Senior Division – Agate Academy

Poster winners:  1st  = $25 to Miranda Kishel – Mr. Holmes’ Class/Roosevelt Elementary



   2nd = $15 to Taija Harju/Mr. Aro’s Class/Roosevelt Elementary



   3rd  = $10 to Chloe Lund – Mr. Holmes’ Class/Roosevelt Elementary

Minutes continued
PERSONNEL ISSUES
Review 2009 Wage Survey: At the Personnel Committee’s request the most recent wage survey was made available and the OA compiled a summary from the survey of soil and water conservation districts wages and benefits for Area III and Area VIII.  Discussion continued regarding the need for additional staff, subcontracting grant writing services, and expanding existing job descriptions.  The employees are expected to inform the Board if they are juggling too many tasks so action can be taken to avoid unfavorable working conditions and burn out.   
SUPERVISOR UPDATES
- Peggy Pearson updated the group on the next meeting date set for March 22nd at Michael’s in Virginia.
- Gary Rantala reported the next TSA JPB#3 Meeting will be held on March 24th in Duluth.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Earth Fest Steering Committee asked the OA if the SWCD would purchase a few hundred copies of the Do It Green Minnesota magazines for distribution at the second annual Iron Range Earth Fest?  They would list us as a sponsor for the contribution of the magazines and place stickers on each copy with the SWCD logo too.   The SWCD will keep one hundred for distribution to Envirothon Teachers/Advisors and to be used at other events or meetings to promote environmental education.  

Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala to purchase 300 Do It Green Minnesota magazines.
Affirmative: Chadwick, Voelker, Rantala, Calgaro


Opposed: None  Motion carried. 4

The Resource Conservationist exited the meeting at 1:12 p.m.

Liz Voelker had a good meeting with Commissioner Raukar and suggested we maintain the contact with our northern commissioners.  The information shared regarding funding and dollars brought into northern St. Louis County was a useful tool reflecting conservation put on the ground through the SWCD and NRCS agencies.   
The Great Lakes Commission’s top regional priorities and request for increased Great Lakes Legacy Act funding information was passed on to the supervisors.
NEXT BOARD MEETING
The next SWCD Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, April 8, 2010 at noon. 

ADJOURNMENT
Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 1:35 p.m.
_______________________________________________________  Date_________________

                             North St. Louis SWCD Secretary
