Minutes of the March 9, 2011, North St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District Board Meeting, Northland Building, Planning and Development Conference Room, Virginia, MN.

Members Present: Chair, Margaret (Peggy) Pearson 

Vice-Chair, Gary Rantala



    Sec./Treasurer, Liz Voelker


John Calgaro



    Mark Peterson 
Others Present:
    Ryan Hughes, Board Conservationist, BWSR
Paul Ojanen, Resource Conservationist


    Marge Sella, District Conservationist

Connie Olson, Office Administrator    

Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 12:16 p.m.
MINUTES
The Chair asked for corrections or additions to the February 10, 2011 Board Meeting minutes.
Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to approve the February Board Meeting minutes.


Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson




Opposed: None     Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT

The February Program Summary Report was covered by the Office Administrator (OA) along with the list of bills for the month of March.   
Motion by Calgaro, seconded by Peterson, to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay the bills.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.

Copies of fees for services lists for a few other SWCDs was placed in the supervisors’ folders.  The Board would like to set a fee schedule for our services and asked the Resource Conservationist (RC) to contact RC Boheim to make sure we are in line with the fee schedule of the South St. Louis SWCD.
STAFF REPORTS
There were no additional questions of the three staff present at this time.
NEW BUSINESS

COST-SHARE APPEAL: LO REQUESTED EXTEND TO APRIL

The RC has emailed the landowner additional information.  Ryan Hughes, our Board Conservationist, thought the applicant may have state cost-share confused with the constitutional amendment funding.  Clean Water Funding may be available soon for a project that requires extensive analysis and soil borings. 

The RC exited the meeting at 12:50 p.m.
JUDGE “HEALTHY HABITATS” CONTEST ENTRIES
The Education Committee received copies of the essay contest entries last week to select their top five essays.  All Board Members will select their top three choices of the posters placed around the conference room.  The results of the judging are as follows:
Essay winners:   1st  = $25 to Jada Williams/Elementary Div. – Mrs. Collins-Wedge’s Class/Roosevelt Elem.



   2nd = $15 to Shaina Olson/Elementary Div. – Cherry School



   3rd  = $10 to Natalie Anderson/Elementary Div. – Cherry School

   Ojanen returned to the meeting at 1:07 p.m.
Poster winners:  1st  = $25 to Alli Seppala – Mr. Holmes’ Class/Roosevelt Elementary



   2nd = $15 to Skyler Webb - Mr. Holmes’ Class/Roosevelt Elementary



   3rd  = $10 to Alex Ranta – Mr. Holmes’ Class/Roosevelt Elementary

LEGISLATIVE BRIEFING AND DAY AT THE CAPITOL
Supervisor Peterson reported on his two days in St. Paul.  Appointments with Legislators were lined up by Deb Taylor, South St. Louis SWCD supervisor. Mark and Deb were joined by Lake and Cook SWCD supervisors at the appointments which started on March 1st at 8:45 a.m.  House File 656 was discussed (bill introduced to close State Nurseries).  The group discussed the redistricting issue and the possibility of the Iron Range losing 1 & ½ representatives.  
Minutes continued
SUPERVICOR UPDATES
· Supervisor Voelker updated the group the Know Your Farmer Know Your Food meeting on Monday with the District Conservationist (DC) and Jeff Kroll with the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS).  The meeting was productive in getting the application for assistance through the Laurentian RC&D underway. The Farmers Market will be present at the St. Louis County Fair in Chisholm this summer.  The plan right now is for their presence on the Thursday and Friday of the County Fair and interested participants have until May 31st to commit to being there.  
· Supervisor Rantala plans to attend the Technical Service Area (TSA) Joint Powers Board #3 Meeting in Duluth on March 23rd. 
· Supervisor Pearson will attend the March 21st Laurentian RC&D Meeting. 
CORRESPONDENCE  
· BC Hughes reported a bit more on the increase in Clean Water Funds.  
· The Proposal Summary for the Lessard—Sams Outdoor Heritage Council (Senate File 158 and House File 471) had been mailed to Supervisors with today’s meeting agenda.  Photos from page 2 were not included in that mailing but distributed today. 
· No word yet on the Governor’s appointments to the LSOHC. 
NEXT BOARD MEETING  

The next Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, April 14, 2011 at noon.
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to adjourn the meeting.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.

Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 1:40 p.m. 
_______________________________________________________________ Date____________________

                                    North St. Louis SWCD Secretary
