Minutes of the June 9, 2011, North St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District Board Meeting, Northland Building, Planning and Development Conference Room, Virginia, MN.

Members Present: Chair, Margaret (Peggy) Pearson 

Vice-Chair, Gary Rantala



    Sec./Treasurer, Liz Voelker


Mark Peterson 

Members Absent:  John Calgaro
Others Present:     Paul Ojanen, Resource Conservationist
Connie Olson, Office Administrator 



    Marge Sella, District Conservationist

Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 12:12 p.m.
MINUTES
The Chair called for corrections to the April 14, 2011 Board Meeting minutes.
Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to approve the minutes from the April 9th meeting.


Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson




Opposed: None     Motion carried.

The FY’12 Ground Water Level Monitoring Well Agreement was presented for acceptance.  Five wells would be measured for $15.00 per measurement.  Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to have the Chair sign the Ground Water Monitoring Agreement.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT

The April Program Summary Report was mailed with the Board Meeting agenda and the May Report was in supervisors’ folders.  The Office Administrator (OA) reviewed both reports along with the list of bills for the months of May and June.  One nursery invoice has yet to be received.    
Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to accept the Treasurer’s Reports and pay the bills.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
There were updates regarding the new space build for the SWCD, status of a wetland restoration in Embarrass, and reduction in site visits for determinations by the county staff and this agency with information available online.  The District Conservationist (DC) informed the group of what is happening with the new USDA Service Center space.  The request was made for correspondence to our County Commissioners regarding the hold on the new SWCD space.

OLD BUSINESS

FEE SCHEDULE
Being this agenda item has been tabled the supervisors and staff recommended a fee schedule.  The OA will compile the fee schedule and have it reviewed by St. Louis County Planning and Development staff and Director before the July 14 North St. Louis SWCD Board Meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

COST-SHARE APPLICATION
A Conservation Needs assessment was sent to each of the Board Members for consideration of the Friends of Maple Hill Park Cost-Share Project.  TSA Engineer Anderson and the Resource Conservationist (RC) flagged the buckthorn area and assessed the culvert needs.  The citizen group has done trail improvement in the past but there is a need to rework the trails with steep slopes.  The estimate has not been received by the Engineer for this project site in Hibbing.  Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to approve cost-share for the Friends of Maple Hill Park in the amount of $3,077.00 not to exceed 75% of the total project cost.  
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.
Minutes continued
TREE SALE CHANGES
The program timing for bundling orders and distribution is a bad time for the RC.  Problems that occurred were discussed and the OA will look into using other volunteers.  The technical help will be important in determining what trees to list in the fall to keep away from non-native species.  Supervisors Peterson and Voelker will be available to help out in May if needed. 
FARMERS MARKET INFORMATION FOR FAIR
Karola Dahlen, SFA President, has been very helpful in getting the word out to their members about the opportunity to have a presence at the St. Louis County Fair in Chisholm.  The registration has been extended to June 15th due to the lack of registrations. There may be concerns on the part of those interested in participating due to the insurance requirements or because of the few products harvested by the last week of July.  Paul and Marge will make a few contacts to local legislators regarding the insurance requirement on State property.
AREA III MEETING REPORT
A typed report was provided by the OA and the Chair and Treasurer provided additional information received at the Area III Meeting held in Carlton on June 3.  Topics covered were RC&D closings, BWSR Academy, three resolutions that passes, one resolution being withdrawn, Poster and Essay Contest results, Interns available through the MCC, and Area III Officers to Nomination Committee for the September 22, Annual Meeting.  
SUPERVICOR UPDATES

· Supervisor Rantala will attend the Technical Service Area Mtg. on June 22nd only if the State budget has been approved.
CORRESPONDENCE  
· There is a PERA Session to be held in Duluth on June 21 at 9:00 a.m. The OA is interested in attending.  Motion by Rantala, seconded by Peterson, to allow the Office Administrator to attend the June PERA meeting. 
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.
NEXT BOARD MEETING  

The next Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, July 14, 2011 at noon.  The meeting will be held in the Planning and Development Conference Room (Suite 117).
ADJOURNMENT  

Motion by Voelker, seconded by Peterson, to adjourn the meeting.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.

Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 1:52 p.m. 
______________________________________________________________ Date____________________

                                    North St. Louis SWCD Secretary
