Minutes of the December 9, 2010, North St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District Board Meeting, Northland Office Building, Community Development Conference Room, Suite 117, Virginia, MN.

Members present: Chair, Margaret Pearson

           Vice-Chair, Gary Rantala

       Secretary/Treasurer, Liz Voelker           Mark Peterson

Members absent:   John Calgaro
Others present:      Paul Haik




Cory Winger 

       Jenny Johnson



Co. Commissioner Forsman

       Marge Sella, District Conservationist
Connie Olson, Office Administrator
  

       Paul Ojanen, Resource Conservationist            

Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 12:12 p.m.

MINUTES 

The November 10, 2010 SWCD Board Meeting minutes were mailed for review prior to the meeting.    Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to approve the November Board Meeting minutes.


Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

( The November Program Summary Report was reviewed by the Office Administrator (OA).
( A list of bills for the month of December was included in the supervisors’ folders.

Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to accept the Treasurer’s Report and bills to be paid.
Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried. 

STAFF REPORTS
· The Resource Conservationist (RC) reported on the Cooperative Weed Management Area 
    (CWMA) meeting held on December 8, 2010.
· The District Conservationist (DC) updated the group on the Conservation Stewardship Program 

    sign-up.  Other Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) programs have not been 
    announced.   Web training will be available and announced soon. 

County Commissioner Forsman entered the meeting at 12:25 p.m.
WETLAND CONSERVATION ACT
Paul Haik, representing Cory Winger, gave a wetland presentation to the SWCD Board for informational purposes. In the presentation sample forms were brought to the group’s attention as they were not a part of the records mailed to Mr. Winger.  The fact that there were no monitoring wells was another concern in the presentation.  The property owner can apply within 20 days to the LGU (St. Louis Co. Planning and Development) for an after the fact permit and appeal to the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) within 30 days. The RC exited the room at 1:00 p.m. returning at 1:05 p.m. Commissioner Forsman encouraged the efforts for resolution if this Board can make any recommendation.  The RC left the meeting at 1:10 as discussion continued and returned at 1:15 p.m.  The RC read from the BWSR Wetland Conservation Act Rules, Chapter 8420, what the SWCD is required to do for all restoration orders.  Supervisor Rantala shared his perspective on permitting processes as a business owner in Embarrass.  Commissioner Forsman left for another meeting at 1:50 p.m.  The RC exited the meeting at 1:50 p.m.   
Wetland Conservation Act continued

The guests thanked the Board for their time and exited the meeting at 1:55 p.m. The supervisors talked about options the SWCD Board has within their authority at this stage being the Winger restoration order is a DNR Enforcement matter.  The RC entered the meeting at 2:00 p.m.  After discussing the aspects of the case, the SWCD as an advisor to the Local Government Unit (St. Louis Co. Planning and Development) cannot make any recommendations as DNR Enforcement is the authority.  Motion by Voelker, seconded by Peterson, to send a letter to Mr. Winger thanking him for the presentation and inform him we have no authority when the property owner has not completed the restoration as required by law.
Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.   
OLD BUSINESS
SWCD SPACE
Tony Mancuso with St. Louis County Property Management will move ahead on our behalf to build space in the Northland Office Building (NOB) if the SWCD Board approves building costs being amortized into our rent over a 10 year period.  Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to approve of amortizing St. Louis County building costs for SWCD office space in the NOB.
Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.   Staff were asked to report progress at future meetings.
NEW BUSINESS
2011 ANNUAL PLAN
The RC provided copies of the draft 2011 Annual Plan.  The Board was asked to review over the next few weeks and send any revisions to the RC for final approval at the January Board Meeting.
2011 SWCD BUDGET
The first draft of the 2011 SWCD budget was mailed to the supervisors prior to this meeting.  A comparison with the 2010 SWCD Budget vs. 2011 proposed budget was included in each folder.  No changes were made at this time.  The 2010 financial records will require an audit in 2011.  Charging fees for wetland services to the cities was discussed.  The RC and Joan W., BWSR Wetland Specialist, have been asked to attend a Hibbing City Council Meeting regarding a wetland services contract.  Sample wetland fee schedules will be emailed to the supervisors.
COST-SHARE REQUEST

Mr. Modich is requesting SWCD cost-share assistance on his property adjacent to the East Swan River.  The Technical Service Area Engineer and RC made a site visit and photos were shared with the Board.  Livestock fencing with animals walking half way down the slope of the riverbank has increased erosion activity along with a drainage pipe creating a channel in the area in need of stabilization.  Motion by Peterson, seconded by Rantala, to deny the cost-share funding request but offer technical assistance on a limited basis. 
Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.   
MASWCD CONVENTION REPORT
Gary attended the MASWCD Board Meeting while at the convention.  The Board supported the three individuals from northeastern Minnesota for the Governor’s appointment consideration to the Lessard Outdoor Heritage Council.  Resolution voting results were reviewed.  Mark attended his first State Convention and made the rounds at the Trade Show.   Three attended from the North St. Louis SWCD and discussion continued on Monday and Tuesday sessions. 

SUPERVISOR UPDATES  
· Send the Teacher of the Year press release to The Timberjay and Cook News Herald.
CORRESPONDENCE
· The NRRI Plant Protection From the Inside Out article was placed in the folders.
· Reminder of the State Conservationist’s visit on January 12, 2011 in Carlton.
· James Maiser CPA provided a letter with a fee of $850 to prepare the 2010 year end financial 

statement.  Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to hire Maiser for the 2010 year end reporting for the North St. Louis SWCD.
Minutes continued
Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.   Chair Pearson signed the agreement.
NEXT BOARD MEETING  

The next SWCD Board Meeting will be held on January 13, 2011 at noon in the Environmental Services Conference Room (Suite 118).  The Education Committee will meet at 11:00 a.m. the same day.
ADJOURNMENT
Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 3:07 p.m.

________________________________________________________ Date_________________

                           North St. Louis SWCD Secretary
