Minutes of the August 11, 2011, North St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District Board Meeting, Northland Office Building, Environmental Services Conference Room, Virginia, MN.

Members present: Chair, Margaret Pearson


Vice-Chair, Gary Rantala

    

       Secretary/Treasurer, Liz Voelker       
Mark Peterson

Members absent:   John Calgaro
Others present:      Dave Copeland, NRCS Area Conservationist


       Ryan Hughes, BWSR Board Conservationist
       Marge Sella, District Conservationist

       Connie Olson, Office Administrator







       Paul Ojanen, Resource Conservationist       
Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 12:09 p.m.

MINUTES 

The July 14, 2011, SWCD Board Meeting minutes were mailed for review prior to today’s meeting.    Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to accept the July Board Meeting minutes.


Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

( The July Program Summary Report was reviewed by the Office Administrator (OA).
( A list of bills for the month of August was included in the supervisors’ folders.

Motion by Voelker, seconded by Peterson, to accept the Treasurer’s Reports and pay the bills.

Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried. 

STAFF REPORTS
( The East Swan River Clean Water Partnership Final Grant Report is due tomorrow.  The Resource Conservationist (RC) is working on budgets and table for the report.
( The supervisors discussed pursuit of an individual to seek grants rather than having staff spend the time searching which takes away from other programs and services. 

( Ryan Hughes covered grant opportunities and did state that most projects that run in the $100,000.00 are run by more than one person.  It was noted that the NRBG funding was not cut as much as most state funded grants.

( For next month’s meeting a determination needs to be made whether the SWCD is a better fit with the NRCS or the County.  The USDA Svc. Center has received a two year extension on their current lease. Defining our mission and how we will accomplish the mission needs to be seriously considered.
OLD BUSINESS

2010-2011 MASWCD AWARD NOMINEES
The completed form for the Environmental Education nomination of the Iron Range Earth Fest was provided to the Board and discussed the Teacher of the Year award.  Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to nominate Ellen Pierce (Babbitt-Embarrass School) for the Teacher of the Year Award. 

Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried. 

Minutes continued
FEE SCHEDULE
Tabled to get input of South St. Louis SWCD.
DAVE COPELAND – AREA CONSERVATIONIST

Dave Copeland was introduced to the others present by the District Conservationist (DC).  Mr. Copeland shared his past experience with the Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The NRCS Position Management Plan for Area 3 left him with reductions in staff to deal with.  The NRCS Area 3 has grown from 9 offices to 13.  The news was shared that Marge will be covering the Grand Rapids Field Office when Mike Oja retires.  RC left the meeting at 1:13 p.m.  Ryan mentioned the potential to partnership with NRCS on the State grants.  The requirement on many of the grants is that the match needs to be non-state.  RC returned to the meeting at 1:24 p.m.

NEW BUSINESS
2ND QUARTER ANNUAL PLAN ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Not available at this time.
#09-4 COST-SHARE PROJECT
Photos of the completed Ash River Road/Driveway Cost-Share Project were circulated and supervisors had copies of the voucher and practice certification form in their folders to review.  There were project dollars from FY’10 in the amount of $2,520.00 that were not spent as the project came in under estimate.  
Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to pay $9,000.00, 75% of the total cost for contract #09-4.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried. 
SUPERVISOR UPDATES
ST. LOUIS COUNTY FAIR BOOTH

Contacted those that left requests for information on the sign up sheet.  The Farmers Market did not have a huge response from vendors/local farmers but a grant application should be completed for submission this fall. DC will check the application deadline on the Know Your Farmer Know Your Food web site. Conducted the Wheel of Conservation which always goes over well.
EQIP MEETING 
The July 18 EQIP Meeting focused on the local priorities and the top five were reported on.
CORRESPONDENCE
The Office Administrator asked for topics for the upcoming Fall Newsletter.  A few that were mentioned; Invasives, Cost-Share Project successes and photos, SFIA information, 2010 Teacher of the Year.
Asked about participation in the upcoming Governance 101 Training in Alexandria.

Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to approve sending anyone that is interested to the Governance 101 Training on Sept. 12th and 13th.  

Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried
NEXT BOARD MEETING  The next SWCD Board Meeting will be held on Sept. 8, 2011 at noon.  

ADJOURNMENT  Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 2:08 p.m.

__________________________________________________________ Date_________________

                                 North St. Louis SWCD Secretary
