Minutes of the April 8, 2010, North St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District Board Meeting, Northland Office Building, Environmental Services Conference Room, Virginia, MN.

Members present: Chair, Margaret (Peggy) Pearson       

Vice-Chair, Gary Rantala

      

 
    Secretary/Treasurer, Liz Voelker 



Members absent:  John Calgaro

Others present:
    Paul Ojanen, Resource Conservationist
Connie Olson, Office Administrator


    Marge Sella, District Conservationist

Mark Peterson

    Don Buckhout, BWSR


Ron Shelito, BWSR

    Ryan Hughes, BWSR

Chair Pearson called the meeting to order at 12:08 p.m.

Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to approve the March Board Meeting minutes.

Affirmative:  Pearson, Voelker, Rantala
Opposed: None     Motion carried.

TREASURER’S REPORT
· The SWCD list of bills for April was placed in the supervisors’ folders for Board approval.
· The OA reviewed the Program Summary report for the month of March.
Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to approve the Treasurer’s Report and list of bills to be paid. 
Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala
Opposed: None     Motion carried.  

Introductions were made around the room with the representatives arriving from the Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR) and potential supervisor for nomination district #5.
APPOINTMENT
Mark Peterson of Bodas Road in Eveleth shared his background and interest in becoming a supervisor for the North St. Louis Soil and Water Conservation District.  

Motion by Rantala, seconded by Voelker, to name Mark Peterson as representative for nomination district #5 on the North St. Louis SWCD Board.


Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala


Opposed: None  Motion carried.   Supervisor election filing dates are May 18 through June 1. 2010.
STAFF REPORTS
The Resource Conservationist (RC) covered the status of the Carey Lake project.  Things were constructed properly at the site and there is no need for assistance however; another site being considered is Maple Hill Park in the City of Hibbing.   The Sportsmen’s Club of Lake Vermilion Meeting included discussion of boat landings in need of erosion control.  Those sites have not been reviewed yet.  
PLAQUE PRESENTATION
Ron Shelito from the BWSR congratulated the North St. Louis SWCD on 50 years of conservation work.  A letter from Executive Director John Jaschke was read to the group.   A photo was taken of the plaque presentation to be posted on the SWCD website.
OLD BUSINESS

PRAP Performance Improvement Agreement
Don Buckhout addressed the Level II Performance Review and Assistance Program (PRAP) report.  Specifically the Performance Improvement Agreement was reviewed at this meeting. The Board participation has increased in many ways.  The recommendations of the agreement have been met.  Keep in mind that the PRAP is a tool to help each entity determine how it is doing at accomplishing long range goals.


Minutes continued
NEW BUSINESS
Annual Plan – 1st Quarter Accomplishments
Projects listed in the RC’s report include Tower Harbor Project, Cook Airport improvements, Forest Service Culvert Project involving TSA Engineering assistance, Hoyt Lakes WCA Contractual Agreement which resulted from the Wetland Workshop for Small Cities headed up by Joan W. out of the Duluth BWSR office.
Final Payment for Cost-Share Contract #09-1
The paid invoices and voucher and practice certification summary form was provided to the supervisors for review.  The MCC payment was covered by the SWCD in December of 2009.  This resulted in Mr. Ballintine owing the SWCD $54.82 which was paid by check and deposited on April 8, 2010.  Upon approval of the shoreline protection project by the Board the landowner’s cost-share project deposit of $249.00 will be returned.  Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to approve cost-share contract #09-1 practice certification form totaling $2,726.91 and send the cost-share deposit back.

Affirmative: Pearson, Voelker, Rantala, Peterson 

Opposed: None     Motion carried.

Buckhout, Shelito and Hughes exited the meeting at 1:25 p.m.
SUPERVISOR UPDATES
- Gary Rantala reported on the TSA JPB meeting which covered personnel issues, purchasing equipment for both TSA offices, merger issues and matching up expenses with the current budget year. 

- Peggy Pearson reported on the Laurentian RC&D Meeting.  Informed the group of Jim Hall’s induction to the RC&D Hall of Fame.  Other items reviewed were the RC&D Annual report draft, Bio-Baler Video, and Forester position vacant soon.  The next Laurentian RC&D Meeting will be held in Floodwood.
- Supervisors Voelker and Peterson offered to assist SWCD staff with the Tree Program in May if needed.  

CORRESPONDENCE
- Area III Resolutions Meeting information was shared with the group.  Peggy, Liz and Connie are interested in attending the June 4th Resolutions Meeting in Carlton. 
Rantala left the meeting at 1:33 p.m.
- The Office Administrator was asked to get a press release regarding the conservation award and supervisor election information to the Timberjay, Mesabi Daily News, Hibbing Daily Tribune and Hometown Focus papers and to Dennis Anderson at WDIO.
- Information on the PRAP and the Quarterly Report by the RC to the County Commissioners would keep them informed of our accomplishments.

- The District Conservationist updated the group of the new NRCS State Conservationist, Don Baloun, touring all NRCS offices in the state.
NEXT BOARD MEETING
The next SWCD Board Meeting will conflict with tree distribution on May 13.  The next regular Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 10, 2010.
ADJOURNMENT
Chair Pearson adjourned the meeting at 1:46 p.m.

_______________________________________________________  Date____________________

                             North St. Louis SWCD Secretary
