Minutes of the April 14, 2011, North St. Louis Soil & Water Conservation District Board Meeting, Northland Building, Planning and Development Conference Room, Virginia, MN.

Members Present: Chair, Margaret (Peggy) Pearson 

Vice-Chair, Gary Rantala



    Sec./Treasurer, Liz Voelker


John Calgaro



    Mark Peterson 
Others Present:
    Ryan Hughes, Board Conservationist, BWSR
Paul Ojanen, Resource Conservationist


    Mike Oja, Acting District Conservationist
Connie Olson, Office Administrator 


    Keith Anderson, TSA Engineer

Frank Modich (arrived at 12:25 p.m.)


    Dave Holmbeck (arrived at 12:25 p.m.)  

Vice-Chair Rantala called the meeting to order at 12:06 p.m. (Chair Pearson was unable to speak clearly)
MINUTES
The Vice-Chair asked for corrections or additions to the March 9, 2011 Board Meeting minutes.
Motion by Voelker, seconded by Calgaro, to accept the March Board Meeting minutes as received.


Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson




Opposed: None     Motion carried.
TREASURER’S REPORT

The March Program Summary Report was reviewed by the Office Administrator (OA) along with the list of bills for the month of April.  Nursery invoices and other regular bills received during the month of May will be paid and reviewed by the Treasurer in June.    
Motion by Calgaro, seconded by Voelker, to approve the Treasurer’s Report and pay the bills.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.

STAFF REPORTS
There were updates on a recent shoreline violation; time spent on data entry for Environmental Services Coastal Non-Point Grant; Ash River Project in landowners’ court as they seek a contractor and working with Hibbing Com. College and MPCA to set up a meeting for the East Swan River and St. Louis River Assessments.
OLD BUSINESS

FEES FOR SERVICES

Tabled so a conversation can take place with R. C. Boheim at the South St. Louis SWCD in order to set up similar fee schedules. 

NEW BUSINESS

COST-SHARE APPEAL
Mr. Modoich, Cost-Share Applicant, was seeking additional information such as measurements taken and data collected during the site review/technical assessment.  The Board of Water and Soil Resource (BWSR) Chief Engineer provided additional comments which were distributed at the meeting.  The Recource Conservationist (RC) exited the meeting at 12:50 p.m. and returned at 1:00 p.m.  Mr. Holmbeck spoke on behalf of Mr. Modich and inquired about the use of the Rosgen principals in making the assessment of the streambank area in need of restoration.  Technical Service Area 3 Engineer, Keith Anderson, explained the need for geotextile borings.  The State funds available through the Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) were discussed as well as other options such as DNR Hazard Mitigation funds.  Mr. Modich and Mr. Holmbeck thanked the Board for their time and left the meeting at 1:40 p.m.
Minutes continued
Continuing with the Cost-Share discussion the Maple Hill Park group is still interested in erosion control efforts for their trails/park.  The six acres bought by the MN DNR to keep their boat landing was mentioned. The SWCD may be able to assist the DNR, especially now as their agency is going through major staff changes.  Ryan Hughes will work on providing contact information for a possible restoration project on Moccasin Point.
EARTH FEST REPORT
The attendance was above the numbers from the 2010 Iron Range Earth Fest.  The recycling effort was a huge success and the set up worked well, very little time waiting in line to dispose of items.  It was a good educational opportunity with steps you can take to be more sustainable on your own property.
2010 AUDIT
The SWCD received only one bid for the required 2010 Financial Audit.  Motion by Pearson, seconded by Voelker, to accept Mr. Maiser’s audit bid of $1,650.00 for the audit of the SWCD’s 2010 financial records.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.
SUPERVICOR UPDATES

· Supervisor Voelker updated the group ON the Know Your Farmer Know Your Food meeting with Betti yesterday.  The 15 to 18 spaces will be available on a first come first serve basis.  The County Fair market spaces will be open Friday and Saturday only, between noon and 6:00 p.m.  This will provide potential exposure to 12,000 people.  

· Supervisor Pearson reported on the Laurentian RC&D Meeting.  The federal funding has been cut to the RC&Ds.  No longer have NRCS employees as of April 1, 2011.  Funding possibilities through the Plasma Torch Project and other sources. 

· Supervisor Voelker mentioned the Kelly, Hibbing Daily Tribune Assistant Editor, as a contact for an article on the International Year of the Forest to promote the SWCD tree sales.
CORRESPONDENCE  
· Area III Meeting in Carlton – Gary, Liz, Peggy and Connie are interested in attending this meeting on June 3rd.  Motion by Voelker, seconded by Rantala, to send supervisors and staff to the Resolution Meeting in Carlton.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.
NEXT BOARD MEETING  

The next Board Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 9, 2011 at noon.  The May meeting date conflicts with SWCD tree distribution.
ADJOURNMENT  

Motion by Voelker, seconded by Calgaro, to adjourn the meeting.
Affirmative: Pearson, Rantala, Voelker, Calgaro, Peterson


Opposed: None     Motion carried.

Vice-Chair Rantala adjourned the meeting at 2:16 p.m. 
______________________________________________________________ Date____________________

                                    North St. Louis SWCD Secretary
